Photosynthesis genes and their expression in Rhodobacter sphaeroides 2.4.1: a tribute to my students and associates.
This minireview traces the photosynthesis genes, their structure, function and expression in Rhodobacter sphaeroides 2.4.1, as applied to our understanding of the inducible photosynthetic intracytoplasmic membrane system or ICM. This focus has represented the research interests of this laboratory from the late 1960s to the present. This opportunity has been used to highlight the contributions of students and postdoctorals to this research effort. The work described here took place in a much greater and much broader context than what can be conveyed here. The 'timeline' begins with a clear acknowledgment of the work of June Lascelles and William Sistrom, whose foresight intuitively recognized the necessity of a 'genetic' approach to the study of photosynthesis in R. sphaeroides. The 'timeline' concludes with the completed genome sequence of R. sphaeroides 2.4.1. However, it is hoped the reader will recognize this event as not just a new beginning, but also as another hallmark describing this continuum.